
The Advanced Placement 
Program®  

COBES webinar 
February 2, 2011

Allison Thurber
Advanced Placement 
Program
The College Board



2	


Agenda  

What is AP®?
Key benefits of AP
How to participate in AP
Available resources
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The AP® Program

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program® 
(AP) enables students to pursue college-level studies 
while still in high school. 

Through more than 30 college-level courses, each 
culminating in a rigorous exam, AP provides willing 
and academically prepared students with the 
opportunity to earn college credit, advanced 
placement, or both. 

Taking AP courses also demonstrates to college 
admission officers that students have sought out the 
most rigorous curriculum available to them.
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Who Participates in AP?

•  Nearly 18,000 secondary schools worldwide offer AP 
Exams

•  More than 125,000 AP teachers are authorized to 
teach AP courses

•  In 2010, over 1.8 million students took about 3.2 
million exams 

•  5,000+ college faculty develop and score the AP 
Exams ensuring college-level standards

•  3,800+ colleges receive AP Exam scores annually
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34 AP Courses and Exams

•  Arts
•  Art History, Music Theory, 

Studio Art (Drawing, 2-D, 3-D) 

•  English
•  Language and Composition, 

Literature and Composition

•  History & Social Science
•  Comparative Government and 

Politics, European History, 
Human Geography, 
Macroeconomics, 
Microeconomics, Psychology, 
United States Government and 
Politics, United States History, 
World History

•  Mathematics & Computer 
Science
•  Calculus AB, Calculus BC, 

Computer Science A, Statistics

•  Sciences
•  Biology, Chemistry, 

Environmental Science, Physics B, 
Physics C: Electricity and 
Magnetism, Physics C: Mechanics

•  World Languages
•  Chinese Language and Culture, 

French Language, German 
Language, Italian Language and 
Culture, Japanese Language and 
Culture, Latin: Vergil, Spanish 
Language, Spanish Literature
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AP Course Descriptions

Each AP subject has a Course 
Description. These booklets 
outline the AP course content, 
explain the kinds of skills 
students are expected to 
demonstrate in the corresponding 
college-level course, and describe 
the AP Exam.

They are available for download 
(PDF format) free of charge from 
each subject’s home page at:

apcentral.collegeboard.com/
coursehomepages
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Changes in World Languages, History, & 
Science
•  AP French, German, and World History courses and exams are 

undergoing changes for the 2011-12 school year.
•  Revisions focus on:  

•  Reducing breadth of course (in science and history) and 
aligning to national standards (in world languages)

•  Shared aspects (skills, themes, etc.) across all subjects 
within a discipline

•  Well articulated expectations and learning objectives
•  Exams that measure the application of skills and students 

understanding of concepts – not rote factual knowledge. 
•  For detailed information about these and other course and 

exam revisions, visit www.collegeboard.com/advancesinap.
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AP Exam Format

• Mixture of multiple-choice and free-response 
items, except for Studio Art, which is a portfolio 
assessment

• Free-response items can be fill-in, grid-in, 
problem solving, short essay, long essay

• Items may include audio or visual stimuli
• Item type and distribution are dependent on the 

subject

Source: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
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AP Exam Administration

•  Paper-and-pencil exams (with exception of computer-
based AP Chinese and Japanese Language and Culture 
Exams, and Studio Art portfolio evaluation)

•  Exams range from 2 to 3 hours

•  Administration of each exam occurs annually in May
•  AP Exam scores (5-point scale) are sent to students, 

colleges, and schools in July. 
•  AP Exam scores of 5 are equivalent to grades of A in the 

corresponding college course. AP Exam scores of 4 are 
equivalent to grades of A-, B+, and B in college, and scores of 
3 are equivalent to grades of B-, C+, and C in college. 
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•  Schools pay no participation fee to offer  
AP courses and exams.

•  The current AP Exam fee is $87 per exam
•  Schools retain $8 of the fee for administrative costs
•  A combination of federal, state, and College Board fee 

contributions reduce the cost of the AP Exam to $0 for low-
income students in most states

•  Implementation expenses may include teacher 
professional development, college-level texts, 
course supplies/equipment, virtual course “seats” (if 
applicable)

AP Costs
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Key Benefits of AP

•  Students have the opportunity to receive credit and/
or advanced placement in college, and earn 
academic scholarships and awards. 90% of four-year 
colleges and universities in the U.S. have credit or 
placement policies. 

•  AP enhances a student’s college admission 
portfolio. Three-quarters of admission officers 
report that AP is very or extremely helpful in 
considering students for admission.

•  Students who take AP Exams and score a 3 or higher 
typically experience greater academic success and 
college graduation rates than non-AP students. 
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Key Benefits of AP

•  AP courses establish a college-level standard in 
secondary schools that is measured through a global 
assessment designed and scored by college 
faculty.

•  AP courses expose college-bound students to the 
amounts of homework, study skills, and habits of 
mind essential for success in college courses.
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Flexible and Modular Approach

•  AP programs are already established in all 
types of districts and schools across the 
nation and world, serving a diverse student 
population

•  AP provides flexibility for students to 
construct a well-balanced program in the 
arts, sciences and humanities that will both 
meet their interests and offer a strong 
foundation for future studies.
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Advanced Placement International Diploma 
(APID)

•  A globally recognized certificate for students who show 
outstanding academic excellence through achievement on AP 
Exams across several disciplines

•  To earn an APID, students must earn scores of 3 or higher on at 
least five AP Exams in the following content areas:
1. Two AP Exams from two different languages selected from English 

and/or world languages

2. One AP Exam designated as offering a global perspective: Comparative 
Government and Politics, Human Geography, and World History

3. One exam from the sciences or mathematics content areas
4. One (or two) additional exam(s)* from among any content areas except 

English and world languages.
*Students submitting verification of mastery of a language not currently 
available within the AP suite of exams must take TWO additional exams 
to fulfill this requirement (5 total exams). 
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How Colleges and Universities Use AP

•  More than 3,800 colleges and universities 
annually receive AP Exam scores. 

•  Over 90% of 4-year colleges in the U.S. 
provide credit and/or advanced placement for 
qualifying scores

•  85% of selective colleges and universities 
indicate that a student’s AP experience 
“favorably impacts admission decisions.”

•  31% of colleges and universities factor a 
student’s AP experience into decisions about 
which students will receive scholarships.
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AP Students Are Competitive with Top-
Performing Students Worldwide  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TIMSS Report: International Student Achievement in 
Mathematics

Source: Eugenio J. Gonzalez, Kathleen M. O’Connor, and Julie A. Miles, (2001). “How Well Do Advanced 
Placement Students Perform on the TIMSS Advanced Mathematics and Physics Tests?”  The International 
Study Center, Lynch School of Education, Boston College.
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Impact of AP on 5-Year College 
Graduation Rates

Student Group AP Exam Score 
of 3, 4, 5

AP Exam Score 
of 1, 2

Took AP course, 
but not exam

African-
American

28% higher 22% higher 16% higher

Hispanic 28% higher 12% higher 10% higher

White 33% higher 22% higher 20% higher

Low-Income 26% higher 17% higher 12% higher

Not Low-
Income

34% higher 23% higher 19% higher

Source: Chrys Dougherty, Lynn Mellor, and Shuling Jian, The Relationship Between Advanced 
Placement and College Graduation (National Center for Educational Accountability, 2005)
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AP and Traditionally Underserved Students

African American and 
Hispanic students who took 
AP courses and exams 
earned higher grades in 
college than other African 
American and Hispanic 
students from the same 
SAT® range and the same 
socioeconomic background 
who had taken only regular 
high school courses or dual 
enrollment courses.“College Outcomes Comparison by AP and Non-AP High 

School Experiences.” Barbara G. Dodd, Linda Hargrove, 
Donn Godin (2008). Full study can be found at: 
www.collegeboard.com/research
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AP Student Performance in College

Keng, Dodd study conducted by University of Texas found: 
•  AP students earn higher GPAs in the advanced college 

courses into which their AP credit allowed them to 
place, compared to students with the same high school 
class rank and SAT scores who did not earn AP credit 
and who did not skip the entry-level college course.



20	


Participating in AP

Spring: Students register 
for AP courses; Teachers 

submit first-time AP 
Course Audit materials

Summer: Teachers attend 
AP Summer Institutes; 

Administrators renew prev. 
authorized courses

Fall: Complete AP 
Participation materials; AP 

Potential available in 
December

January: Order AP Exams; 
Deadline to submit first-

time Course Audit 
materials

March-April: AP Exam 
ordering deadlines; Exams 

received

May-July: Administer and 
return AP Exams; receive 

AP scores
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Select an AP Coordinator 

The AP Coordinator:
•  Is primarily responsible for organizing and 

administering a school’s AP program
•  Agrees to maintain the security of exams when 

managing the receipt, distribution, administration, 
and return of AP Exam materials, as outlined by 
the College Board and the AP Program

AP Coordinator resources:
www.collegeboard.com/apcoordinator
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Complete AP Participation Materials

In late September or early October, 
each school will receive the AP 
Participation Mailing, including:

•  AP Participation Form (shown)
•  AP Participation Survey
•  Return everything by 

November 15. 
Mailing also includes the AP 
Program Guide:

•  The AP Program Guide provides 
AP Coordinators and school 
administrators with information 
about new developments in AP 
and gives month-by-
month information about 
managing an AP program. 
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After You Return Your Participation 
Materials

•  Starting in December, AP Coordinator receives a shipment of 
AP informational materials:

•  In January, AP Coordinator receives e-mail with access code 
required to order AP Exams at www.collegeboard.com/
school.

Bulletin for AP 
Students and 
Parents
•  Distributed to all AP 
students
• On exam day, 
students attest that 
they are aware of and 
agree to the policies 
and procedures in the 
Bulletin

AP Coordinator’s 
Manual
•  Primary source of 
information on 
ordering, receiving, 
administering, and 
returning AP Exams
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Use AP Potential to identify AP 
students and decide which courses to 
offer
AP Potential is a free Web-based tool that:
• Identifies students likely to succeed in AP
•  Online tool that uses PSAT/NMSQT® results 

•  Generates rosters of students likely to score a 3+ on a given AP Exam

•  Free for all schools that administer the PSAT/NMSQT

• Is based on proven research
•  Underlying research found strong correlations between PSAT/NMSQT scores 

and AP Exam results
•  Sample included more than a million students

•  Results available for 25 different AP Exams

• Increases access to AP
•  Ensures that no student with the chance to succeed in AP is overlooked

•  Enhances the process for identifying students for AP courses

•  Helps educators decide which AP courses to offer
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AP Potential 



Receive authorization for AP courses 
through the AP Course Audit

•  AP Course Audit overview:
•  All schools that wish to label a course “AP” on student 

transcripts must submit the subject-specific AP 
Course Audit form and the course syllabus for each 
teacher of that AP subject.

•  The syllabus is reviewed by an external college 
faculty reviewer who validates that it does indeed 
demonstrate how the course meets the curricular 
requirements for that subject.

•  Approved courses appear in the AP Course Ledger, a 
free, searchable online directory of authorized AP 
courses

•  Admission officers use AP Course Audit results when 
evaluating students' transcripts to determine the 
extent to which students avail themselves of rigorous 
course work at your school. 



27	


AP Professional Development

•  The College Board offers one-day or two-day AP and Pre-AP 
workshops and partners with colleges, universities, and professional 
development centers to offer longer 30-hr AP Summer Institutes 

•  Workshops and Institutes occur at numerous sites across the country
•  Training is geared towards the teaching of specific subject areas and 

cover topics such as: 
•  AP course goals, objectives, syllabi and content

•  The AP Exam
•  Methods for updating and improving existing AP courses 
•  Any recent changes in AP Course Descriptions 

•  Strategies for teaching students at beginning or intermediate levels 
•  Vertical teaming
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Other AP and Pre-AP Professional 
Development

•  AP Online Workshops

•  Pre-AP Vertical Teaming and Strategies 
Workshops

•  AP Electronic Discussion Groups
•  AP Reading Opportunities
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Resources on AP Central

Ø News or changes to the course and exam

Ø Course Descriptions; format and administration of the exam

Ø Released free-response questions with scoring commentary, 
sample student responses, and score distributions posted 
annually

Ø Techniques and strategies for teaching the course: objectives, 
structure, presentation methods, and classroom activities

Ø Example textbooks lists

Ø Sample syllabi

Ø Community discussion groups

Ø Opportunities for professional growth

Visit: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com
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Resources to Build / Expand AP

professionals.collegeboard.com/k12/assessment/
ap

•  Offering, planning, and building an AP program
www.collegeboard.com/ap
•  AP Central resources for teachers (released items, 

sample syllabi, scoring guides, textbook reviews, 
etc.)

www.broadeducation.org
•  Click on “Resources for Districts” > Expanding AP 

Access
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AP Instructional Planning Report

•  Subject-specific report showing the 
performance of students on the multiple-
choice and free-response sections and on 
specific topics within that AP Exam, 
compared to all students

•  A powerful resource for AP teachers: helps 
teachers target areas for increased attention 
and focus in the curriculum.  Can help guide 
teachers in course planning and professional 
development

•  Teachers receive AP Instructional Planning 
Reports in the summer so that they can make 
any curriculum adjustments in time for the 
new school year.
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AP Instructional Planning Report (Page 
1)

•  The top bar graph and chart show how 
this group of students performed overall 
versus the global population.  

•  Bottom two bar graphs and charts show 
student performance on multiple-choice 
and free-response sections.
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AP Instructional Planning Report (Page 
2)

•  The Global Mean column provides the average scores 
of all AP students worldwide on specific content 
categories within the exam. 

•  The Group Mean column provides this information for 
your students.

•  Right-hand side shows how your students fall into 
global quartiles. Grouping of students in the higher/
lower fourths indicates higher/lower performance than 
the total population.

The second page provides a 
detailed view of students’ 
performance on specific 
content categories on the 
multiple-choice and free-
response sections.
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Questions?

Lloyd Shin
Director, Policy and Publications
Advanced Placement Program
lshin@collegeboard.org

Allison Thurber
Directory, History Curriculum and Content 

Development
Advanced Placement Program
athurber@collegeboard.org


